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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments. ] 
[00:00:39.08] INTERVIEWER: Let's get started by--would you share your full name and your age? 
[00:00:45.02] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: My name is Sister Joan Mary O'Dwyer, and | am seventy-nine. 


[00:00:52.05] INTERVIEWER: Would you tell us a little bit about where you were born, where you grew up, 
your childhood, your family? 


[00:00:59.00] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | was born and grew up in San Francisco, California. | have 
one brother who is younger than myself--and cousins--we had quite a few cousins that also lived in the 
vicinity. So we used to get together for holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas, all those good things. 
[00:01:21.19] INTERVIEWER: What neighborhood of San Francisco? 


[00:01:23.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: The Ingleside--| get mixed up you know--Ingleside. It's over 
near San Francisco City College. 


[00:01:33.23] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember about growing up in a city? 

[00:01:36.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, going with my mother on the streetcar. We'd get to go 
downtown on the streetcar and where we lived--well probably pretty much of San Francisco was foggy. So 
sometimes we'd get out to go to school--we lived in the middle of the block, and you could hardly see to the 
corner it was so foggy. Yeah. 

[00:02:00.00] INTERVIEWER: Did you like living in a city? Did you feel comfortable as a kid in the city? 


[00:02:06.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, it's really what | knew, so yeah. But we used to--in the 
summer time--go to what we called "the country", so | had a little bit of both. 


[00:02:15.03] INTERVIEWER: What was "the country"? Where was that? 

[00:02:17.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: La Honda. It was about an hour--probably about an hour from 
San Francisco. What | remember is the drive--the last part of the drive in was a windy [winding] seven miles. 
Sometimes | got sick--[all laugh]--from all the turns. 

[00:02:37.27] INTERVIEWER: Tell me about your parents. 

[00:02:39.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: My parents--my father was the oldest--actually there was one 
child older than he--so there were five in his family. And my mother had a sister, so there were two of them. 
And they both grew up--raised and grew up in San Francisco. So we are "native" San Franciscans. 
[00:03:02.02] INTERVIEWER: Irish? 


[00:03:03.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Irish. Yes. My grandfather was born in Ireland. 
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[00:03:09.03] INTERVIEWER: Were you a very religious family? 


[00:03:12.14] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: My mother used to go to--almost to daily Mass--not every day 
but--so that's how | got used to going to church. 


[00:03:25.12] INTERVIEWER: And when--did you always want to be a Sister, or--? 
[00:03:30.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | had the idea when | was in fifth grade, so for quite a while. 


[00:03:35.11] INTERVIEWER: What were your first meetings with Sisters? Who were they and where did you 
first meet them? 


[00:03:42.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, | went to St. Emydius, which was one of our schools, 
and they were the teachers. From there | went to Star of the Sea and they were CSJs. So | was all the way 
raised with them. Yeah. 

[00:03:56.16] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember about your first impressions of them? 


[00:03:59.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, my first impressions was when | was in kindergarten, so 
| can't quite remember all the way back there. 


[00:04:10.24] INTERVIEWER: Any other--as you got to know them--what stood out? And like what attracted 
you, or what made them attractive to you? 


[00:04:18.06] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: They were friendly. They were caring. They tried to encourage 
the students to be the best they could be. Yeah--well. 


[00:04:31.14] INTERVIEWER: So you said maybe in fifth grade you thought about--you had your first 
thoughts. 


[00:04:35.24] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Right. 


[00:04:37.00] INTERVIEWER: What would you--what did you imagine that would--you know, why would you 
want to be a Sister? What was--did you imagine for yourself? 


[00:04:45.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, the Sisters seemed happy. And | don't know if | can 
really explain it--it was kind of a feeling. 


[00:04:57.02] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. What kind of feeling? 


[00:05:00.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: A good feeling, that they were pleasant, they were caring, and 
interested in the students. And we had big classes then. 


[00:05:18.20] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. A lot of people say they were very good teachers. 

[00:05:20.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, absolutely. 

[00:05:21.02] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember some of your teachers? 

[00:05:23.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. | had Sister Mary Adele [St. Cyr, birth name Estelle 
Germaine (1921-2014)?] in the seventh grade. And she liked to have us give plays. So the seventh grade 
always gave a play for the eighth grade, and that was a different kind of learning, but it was fun, as opposed 
to the books all the time. 

[00:05:45.06] INTERVIEWER: Were you in the play? 


[00:05:47.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Oh, she had a way of getting everybody in. [laughs]. 
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Yeah, and then later, | was with Sister Mary Adele and she was my principal--and then later than that she 
came to a school where | was principal. So we sort of had a long history. 


[00:06:11.03] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember about--tell me about the parish high school--Mary 
Star--was that? 


[00:06:16.00] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: No. The one in San Francisco is Star of the Sea Academy. 
[00:06:19.10] INTERVIEWER: Star of the Sea Academy. 

[00:06:21.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: And that's no longer--I think there using the building as a 
school, but Star of the Sea is no longer there. We had to take a streetcar and a bus to get there. And we had 
a favorite place we liked to go after school, up to this ice cream store--get an ice cream before we took the 
bus back home. That was fun. Yeah. 

[00:06:49.11] INTERVIEWER: And that was a CS--was that a girl's CS] school? 

[00:06:54.29] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 

[00:06:56.29] INTERVIEWER: So was there a particular Sister there, or Sisters that influenced you--to enter? 
[00:07:04.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, one Sister that | was close to was Sister Vincent J oseph 
[Holian, aka Sister Marcella Alice Holian (-2001)] who later went back to her baptismal name Sister Marcella 
Holian. And she was fun. And Sister J ean Therese--no [Sister] Jean Patrice [??]. And she was lots of fun too. 
Yeah. 


[00:07:31.09] INTERVIEWER: Did--at some point did they invite you to consider entering? Or how did that 
happen? 


[00:07:38.02] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | don't really remember. There were a few of us that kind of 
hung around all the time--[laughs]--helped them do bulletin boards and all those--so connecting. Yeah. 


[00:07:57.25] INTERVIEWER: Did you enter after high school? 


[00:07:59.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | went to City--no not City College--San Francisco State for six 
months and then | entered. 


[00:08:06.02] INTERVIEWER: And did that mean you had to move--you had to go to LA? 

[00:08:09.14] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: That's correct. 

[00:08:10.06] INTERVIEWER: Had you been to LA before? 

[00:08:12.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: We came down when we were seniors. That was a big trip-- 
that they took some of us down so that we could see the profession--the reception and the profession. And 
at that time there were many of us from Star of the Sea that entered the community. So we knew some of 
the ones that were getting the habit. 


[00:08:33.00] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember what it was like to make that visit and to see the 
profession--how you felt? 


[00:08:38.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | remember being excited. | don't know if | remember 
anything other, specifically. 


[00:08:45.09] INTERVIEWER: But it sounds like a confirming-- 
[00:08:48.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. 
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[00:08:51.26] INTERVIEWER: So what was it--how did your parents feel about you entering religious life? 


[00:08:56.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, no, they were not happy. No. Took them a while to come 
around. So that was hard. 


[00:09:06.08] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like that's a common--you probably had other Sisters at that time 
entering who had similar experiences? 


[00:09:16.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Different, but yes. Some similarities, yes. 
[00:09:22.02] INTERVIEWER: Did they ever say why they didn't want you to enter? 


[00:09:26.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Not specifically. | don't remember but | know | was the first 
child, and | was the only girl. So that could have been part of it. 


[00:09:38.22] INTERVIEWER: Did they want you to go to college? 

[00:09:41.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes, | think so. 

[00:09:45.20] INTERVIEWER: Professionally, what did you hope to do? 

[00:09:48.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: At that time when | entered | was eighteen, and | think the 
people that are eighteen now are different from our generation. But | really don't know that | had anything 
particular in mind--just that | wanted to be a Sister. 


[00:10:11.03] INTERVIEWER: Did you have hopes for what that might mean for you to be a Sister? Or what 
that meant? You just knew? 


[00:10:18.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah. | just knew. Yeah. 

[00:10:20.15] INTERVIEWER: So what was it like in your early days as a postulant? 

[00:10:26.24] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, when we entered there were two times during the year 
that people entered--once in September, once in February. Ordinarily the February group was way smaller 
than the people that entered in September. But for that February to March, when they got the habit, we 
were together. So the group was large at that point. And then after they got the habit, they moved to the 
novitiate. So we were--at one point we were thirteen. And now in our group we're three. So--it was a 
learning experience. We wore black, of course--black skirts and a cape, a veil--[laughs]. We didn't have to 
wear the veil all the time though. 

[00:11:31.10] INTERVIEWER: What was community life like--daily life? 

[00:11:36.27] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, in those days we had to keep silence. So--but along in 
doing that you had charges to do. So you were working with other people. So you got to know them 
differently than if you were talking all the time. 

[00:11:54.27] INTERVIEWER: Was it hard to adjust to the rule? 

[00:11:59.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Not too much. Well, | mean it was hard, but not unbearable. 
[00:12:08.07] INTERVIEWER: Did you feel you were able to build a sense of community with your--? 
[00:12:11.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. You know, and they had us do things together. And 


at the time, that was when we were in the novitiate--we had days when we went up to the Mount to work-- 
cleaning. [laughs]. But it was a lot of work, but it was also fun. 
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[00:12:38.09] INTERVIEWER: That's a--that's the common way it is described in our interviews. People talk 
about it being fun. It was a fun group. 


[00:12:45.22] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah. 


[00:12:47.28] INTERVIEWER: What about receiving the habit? What did--were you looking forward to that? 
Were you happy to receive the habit? 


[00:12:53.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes | was happy to receive the habit. It was an exciting day, 
and of course the habit was heavy--we had serge habits. And when we got the habit it was August--August 
15th--so we are in the heat of the summer. And then we moved--we were the last group to enter at St. 
Mary's Academy on Slauson and Crenshaw, and the last group to get the habit there. And then we were in 
the group that moved to Carondelet Center--in our habits, with our suitcases, in the heat. [laughs]. It was 
memorable but it was hot. [laughs]. And growing up in San Francisco we're not used to that heat. 


[00:13:49.01] INTERVIEWER: That's right. Why did the--why was there the move from St. Mary's Academy 
to Carondelet Center? 


[00:13:58.16] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think it was because St. Mary's was getting too small--we 
had large numbers there. We had over a hundred in the novitiate, and then another fifty or so postulants. So 
that was a lot. 


[00:14:16.13] INTERVIEWER: And was Carondelet Center--what was--it had more space? What was it used 
for then? 


[00:14:23.22] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh we built it. Well, when we first moved there it was called 
the House of Studies. And since we've moved there it's been built on to. We did not have a chapel--| mean, 
the chapel wasn't built. So we used the classrooms as a chapel. And there were three classrooms and the-- 
we had chairs with kneelers on them that we used. And we were packed in there really. Yeah. And when we 
first went up in the dormitories, there were no curtains. It was a lot of moving in, getting used to the 
newness of the place. 


[00:15:15.16] INTERVIEWER: And then did you--were you missioned soon after your reception, or? 


[00:15:21.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: No. After reception we had--we became novices for two years. 
So after the two years, then we made our profession of vows, and then we went out to teach. 


[00:15:36.28] INTERVIEWER: And at what point did you also start studying at the Mount then? 
[00:15:41.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh right away. 

[00:15:42.06] INTERVIEWER: You remember who some of your Sister faculty were? 

[00:15:47.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: We had Sister [Mary] Dolorosa [Mannix (-1965)?]. She's the 
one that stands out in my mind. Sister Dolorosa was a great lady. She was getting older by that time, and 
we had the veil, but we had a pin here [gestures at top of head], and her pin kept falling out, so her veil 
would fall down in front of her face. And we sort of thought that was funny, but--[laughs]. And we had 
Sister Miriam J oseph [Larkin (1928-2003)] for music--solfége [the study of singing using syllables "do re mi 
fa so la ti do"]. But she always made things fun because she was a fun person, and singing sort of brought 
out a different aspect. 

[00:16:35.01] INTERVIEWER: Did you get to pick your own major? 


[00:16:37.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh at the time that | went to college they put us in a "group 
major'"--History, English and Education. So | think that all of--most all of us had that group major. 


[00:16:55.22] INTERVIEWER: And then did you have to continue your studies while you were teaching? 
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[00:17:01.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. We made our vows on August 15th, and we started 
teaching in September. So there was not much preparation. But | had a good--Sister Martha Louise [??] was 
really a master teacher, so she helped me a lot with--because we both had first grade. So she would help me 
make out lesson plans, and--[laughs]--she was a good mentor. Yeah. But many of us had not yet graduated 
from college, so Saturday--we went on Saturdays, and summer schools. We kept that up for quite a few 
years until we got our degrees. [laughs]. Well | didn't even--I don't think many, if any of us went to 
graduation--| mean, it took so many years to get through. 


[00:17:57.12] INTERVIEWER: Yeah, | think Sister Carol Brong said recently that her graduation was the first 
time the Sisters graduated with the lay students. When you made your final profession, did your family come 
to the ceremony? 


[00:18:14.14] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: They did. They actually came when | was--when | got the 
habit. Yeah. But then they came to first vows and final vows, yeah. 


[00:18:25.27] INTERVIEWER: And by then did you feel they were getting used to-- 
[00:18:28.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. It took time. 
[00:18:32.03] INTERVIEWER: And did you--you said you have a brother as well? 


[00:18:36.05] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: My brother Michael--yes, Mikey was--is still--he still lives in the 
Bay area, in Millbrae near the airport, yeah. 


[00:18:45.15] INTERVIEWER: What does he--what did he do for a living? 

[00:18:49.24] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, firefighting. So he was in the fire after the earthquake--| 
think it was in '91. | think he worked for three days straight. It was just so bad. But he was awarded some 
award--of which | can't remember--but he has it proudly displayed in his den. Yeah. 

[00:19:14.02] INTERVIEWER: And what did you father do? 

[00:19:16.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: My father worked in the Post Office. And he worked in the 
Post Office in San Francisco. He started out | think as a mail carrier. He worked his way up. He became a 
postal supervisor. Then he became the head of the postal supervisors in San Francisco. Then he became the 
president in California. And then he became the national association president. At that point, the office was 
moved to Washington, D.C. So then that's when my parents moved--they moved back to Silver Springs, 
Maryland, which is right outside Washington, D.C. 

[00:20:02.20] INTERVIEWER: Was that after you had entered? 


[00:19:58.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: It was. It was--I think it was 1962. | think they moved in '63-- 
right--yes, it was after | entered. So | was able to go back and see them. That was nice. 


[00:20:18.01] INTERVIEWER: It's a great place. 


[00:20:21.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah, it is. And my father had some connections so we got 
into some of the proceedings in the Senate, and the Senate building--anyway it was very interesting. 


[00:20:37.10] INTERVIEWER: In the sixties, especially. 

[00:20:38.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh and the first time | went back | was in the habit, and once 
again it was hot in the summer back there. Very hot. | was roasting away. But it was a--I'm glad | was able 
to see it. 


[00:20:56.28] INTERVIEWER: Yeah, I'm a, you know, Californian also, and a lot of my family are back was 
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from San Francisco, and sometimes we don't get to--the back--to the East Coast. 
[00:21:07.18] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: No. Right. That's right. Yeah. 


[00:21:14.06] INTERVIEWER: Many Sisters have commented, when we've interviewed them, about the 
summers at the Mount, and that they had very fond memories. Did you enjoy those times--at the summer 
school? 


[00:21:24.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. When we went out on the missions, that was nice. But in 
the summer you were back with all your friends, and people that you sort of "grew up with" in religious life. 
And of course we were young and energetic, so we found fun things to do. Yes, it was great. One summer | 
stayed at Doheny [campus] in Number 10 [the Doheny Mansion]. So we were at both campuses. Yeah. 


[00:21:57.17] INTERVIEWER: What was Doheny like in those days? That must have been shortly after it 
Opened as a campus? 


[00:22:04.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: It probably was. Oh well, it's so beautiful there. It has a 
different kind of a beauty than Chalon [campus] does. And that was also fun. But there were not as many of 
us there because it was a smaller area, whereas at Chalon you had all the dormitories--all the students’ 
rooms. 


[00:22:29.04] INTERVIEWER: And the swimming pool. 
[00:22:31.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: And the swimming pool. [all laugh]. 


[00:22:33.09] INTERVIEWER: We've heard stories about the swimming pool and the soda shop. [all laugh]. 
How was it your first years in teaching first grade? Is that what--your first missions were in first grade? 


[00:22:51.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: First grade, yes. Well, starting out | was lucky, as | said, to 
have Sister Martha Louise. So she actually helped me with lesson plans and discipline and all the things you 
need to know when you're teaching. | can't say it was easy, but you know when you're young, things are a 
little different, you know. [laughs]. | guess more energy or something to do it. And we had--those were the 
days when we had around fifty in the classrooms. So managing that number of little ones was challenging. 
But there's something special about the younger students. They're innocent. They're usually eager to learn-- 
most of them are. And it's exciting--very exciting--to teach them how to read. 


[00:23:51.24] INTERVIEWER: You would get to witness those moments? 
[00:23:55.18] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 


[00:24:00.04] INTERVIEWER: In those early days as a young Sister, what did you know or connect with in 
terms of the history of the CSJs? Was that very alive for you? 


[00:24:15.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | know that we had exposure to the history of the Sisters, but 
| don't think it was as alive to me then. And it might be me, or it might be that I've learned more since then. 
And we are now more together in the sense of Knowing we are one congregation across the country. But 
pretty much then it was we were the Los Angeles province. 


[00:24:52.00] INTERVIEWER: Um-hm. How would you have--I know we talk about charism differently now. 
How would you have described the spiritualism of the Sisters then--to maybe differentiate them between-- 
from another group? 


[00:25:07.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Primarily, my exposure to religious were the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, so | don't think | can really compare with another group. | pretty much saw them as happy and 
joyful. 


[00:25:26.00] INTERVIEWER: So you taught first grade for many years. 
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[00:25:29.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | did. Yes. 
[00:25:32.02] INTERVIEWER: Tell me about the different kinds of schools and populations. 


[00:25:37.24] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | was in--well, my first mission was in North Hollywood, St. 
Jane Frances [de Chantal school]. And that was a primarily probably middle class white. But we had a 
double--double classrooms--so there were sixteen classrooms in the school. And | don't remember right now 
if we had any lay teachers. Primarily all our Sisters were teachers. But the principal was Sister Frances 
Joseph [Ferguson, baptismal name Catherine Ferguson, later Sister Mary Ferguson (-2011)], who went back 
to her baptismal name Sister Mary Ferguson [sic]. And she was very good to me, and she helped me along 
the way and gave me a lot of different experiences. Like we had the school newspaper--so | was working on 
the school newspaper. Different things like that so it was in addition to the classroom teaching. 


[00:26:52.26] INTERVIEWER: And what was community life like during those times? Where did you live 
when you were at that school? 


[00:27:00.19] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh at the convent there. Most all of our schools were in 
parish, so we had the school and the convent together. Yeah, so all we had to do was walk out the door and 
walk over to the school. [laughs]. It's not like fighting the traffic today. [laughs]. Which is bad. 


[00:27:19.01] INTERVIEWER: And what was--so what was the style of community like then? 


[00:27:22.05] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well we had prayers in the morning. And then primarily we 
were gone during the day, but we did come home at lunch, so we had lunch together. And then after school 
it depended on what your responsibilities were what time you would get home. Then we had some afternoon 
prayers and dinner. And then after dinner was what we called "recreation"--so playing games or talking or 
sharing. 


[00:27:54.28] INTERVIEWER: Then you went to Oxnard [California]. 


[00:27:57.18] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | did. For five years | was in Oxnard. And that is where | had 
Sister Mary Adele as one of my principals. [laughs]. | had two different people there as principal. 


[00:28:08.08] INTERVIEWER: Did--were any of your students more like from the farmworker community or 
[unintellgible]? 


[00:28:14.29] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. In Oxnard, yes. And | remember in Oxnard we again had 
double grades. So there were fifty--I think we had--I don't know what | had--fifty-nine | think. But the 
classroom next to me was the other first grade, but they had only one exit. So they couldn't have that many 
students--so | got a few more. | think that's how | went from fifty-five to fifty-nine--| don't know. It was 
interesting. And in Oxnard we always had a Christmas play--Christmas production. And Sister Carol Ann 
[O'Marie (1933-2009)?], who I'm sure you've heard about--she was there and so she was great in organizing 
the whole school to be in this play. Yeah. 


[00:29:08.02] INTERVIEWER: What did you know of the lives of your students? 

[00:29:14.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Probably not a whole lot. You know depending on their--how 
they acted probably is the best way to put it. I'd get to know the parents a little bit more because we were 
forced into finding out why is this child acting this way or doing this or crying--because of whatever. 


[00:29:42.25] INTERVIEWER: And could you recognize the socio-economic differences in Oxnard from North 
Hollywood? 


[00:29:50.00] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Somewhat. Yeah. 
[00:29:56.21] INTERVIEWER: And then around that time too Vatican II was starting. 
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[00:29:59.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 


[00:30:01.05] INTERVIEWER: Did that--were you engaged with that as it rolled out, or --what was your 
experience with that at that time? 


[00:30:08.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well the thing probably | most remember is being--changing 
the habit. And that was when | was in Orinda [California]. And we had--you could volunteer to wear what we 
called an "experimental habit". So | was selected--but it was not at the beginning of school. So | started 
school with the habit, and then | can't remember what time it was--maybe September, October, | don't 
know--!| got to start wearing this experimental habit, which meant that | needed to go to school wearing this. 
And | felt rather conscious--self-conscious. And so when | walked out onto the yard all the children were, 
"Ooh! Sister has legs!" [laughs]. Yes. But because they couldn't see them before--they were underneath our 
long black robes. So probably that's what | remember. We had--our habit consisted of a long rosary and at 
some point we were allowed to take the rosary off. So it was kind of gradual. And then shortly after the 
experimental habits, then the--it was decided that anybody that wanted to could change out of the habit to 
wear the more dress of the day. 


[00:31:54.17] INTERVIEWER: So is that what you did? 

[00:31:54.15] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 

[00:31:57.19] INTERVIEWER: Was there any--what was the thinking about making that choice at that time? 
[00:32:03.06] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, because--it just seemed like it was--you know, when our 
community was first founded, the first Sisters wore the dress of the day. So it made sense that we would-- 
the habit was a visible sign. But still now | have people come to me and say, "Are you a Sister?" So it doesn't 
necessarily mean that the habit is the only way to be known as a Sister. How people know to ask me that 
question | don't know, but it happens. 

[00:32:46.13] INTERVIEWER: So it made sense for you to identify with the dress of the-- 

[00:32:52.05] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Right. 


[00:32:52.20] INTERVIEWER: --the dress of the day. And did you feel that transition went smoothly with the 
school? Or did it take some getting used to? 


[00:32:59.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think it went fairly smoothly. It did take some--because 
everybody--not necessarily the children--but their parents--everybody was used to seeing Sisters in the 
habit--in the long habit. 

[00:33:15.11] INTERVIEWER: And suddenly you had hair? 

[00:33:18.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes, that's true too. [laughs]. 

[00:33:18.27] INTERVIEWER: What color was your hair? 

[00:33:21.22] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Brown. 


[00:33:25.29] INTERVIEWER: That's another thing people comment about--Sister, you have brown hair or 
black hair or blonde hair. 


[00:33:31.05] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah, that's right. 


[00:33:32.29] INTERVIEWER: What about the changes in the liturgy? How did that--for you in your own 
prayer, like--how did you receive those changes from Vatican ||? 
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[00:33:42.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: For me it was easier to know what was going on when it was 
in English rather than in Latin. The responses was one thing--but everything else was a little--| mean, | was 
there--present--but | don't know if | knew what was being said. 


[00:34:04.18] INTERVIEWER: So that was--that was fine by you. 
[00:34:07.14] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. [laughs]. 


[00:34:08.18] KELBY THWAITS: A few other Sisters have commented on the same thing--that was one of 
the changes they really appreciated. 


[00:34:15.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah. Right. Yeah. 


[00:34:20.01] INTERVIEWER: What about--you know, in terms of--when you talk about renewal, or going 
back to the roots of the religious community? How did that conversation strike you at that time in the sixties 
and seventies? 


[00:34:32.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Interesting. You know, we're founded in 1650. So that's 
pretty--a way long time ago. So--and founded in France, so you have a difference of country, a difference of 
time, you have a difference in dress--and you know, just many things. Many things were different. So--but 
to--it's like in your family--what was it like for your grandparents when they were growing up, and you know, 
just finding out about, you know. 


[00:35:14.02] INTERVIEWER: And did that deepen your connection, would you say, to the tradition--to your 
history? 


[00:35:21.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | would say yes--yes it did. Because Vatican II was telling us 
to go back to our roots, and so that was a--how else do you do that? Yeah. 


[00:35:32.10] INTERVIEWER: Was there something that you learned in a new way at that time that really 
struck you--attracted you--about the history? Or that speaks to you today? 


[00:35:47.02] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, | think the whole idea of being prayerful. And--! just lost 
my thought. 


[00:36:02.26] INTERVIEWER: That's okay. 


[00:36:05.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: And knowing they were human. So it's not just "out there", 
but knowing they went through some very similar things that we did. 


[00:36:18.28] INTERVIEWER: Like what? 

[00:36:20.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, getting along with people, for one thing. Trying to be 
peacemakers. I'm pretty sure in different ways they had the same challenges that we have--or we have the 
same challenges they had. [laughs]. 


[00:36:46.00] INTERVIEWER: So did you start to feel then that teaching was part of a --a strong part of your 
vocation? 


[00:36:55.16] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. 


[00:36:57.06] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. What were some of the things that you saw that you were contributing 
to as a teacher? 


[00:37:05.16] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, most especially in first grade--reading--teaching them 


how to read. And they're like little sponges. You know, and helping them become a good human person. | 
guess that was primarily--and their energy--and their inquisitiveness. They always want to know why do we 
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do this. You know, little children. They have many questions. 
[00:37:48.20] INTERVIEWER: You spent some time as a principal as well? 


[00:37:52.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | did. | did. | started out in Reseda [California]--and that again 
was a double school, so sixteen classrooms. Reseda is in the San Fernando Valley. And | came after a very 
strong wonderful principal, who knew everything about what she was doing. And | was inexperienced, and it 
was rough. And the pastor was a good person but not easy to get along with, so | had a lot of challenges 
there. And then being compared to the Sister that was there ahead of me--that's not easy. So when anybody 
says, "Oh, are you taking her place?" "No." You don't take anybody's place. "I'm going to do this, but I'm not 
taking her place." That's what | learned from that. [laughs]. 


[00:39:06.01] INTERVIEWER: But you took other positions as principal too, so you must have found your 
way? 


[00:39:12.05] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Oh it was a--! can't say it was easy. It was a really--but it 
was a growing experience. And | learned a lot. | learned a lot. 


[00:39:28.29] INTERVIEWER: Did you miss teaching? 


[00:39:31.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. But you know--well, when | first started being principal-- 
compared to when | ended being principal at another school--there was not as much paperwork, and not as 
much pressure. The times were different. I'm not saying it wasn't hard, but it was--there was a difference. 


[00:40:00.23] INTERVIEWER: During this time--post-Vatican ||--a lot of people were thinking about their 
vocation or their ministry within their vocation--people were doing different things. Did you go through that 
period of kind of reflection about that? 


[00:40:16.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | guess | was--probably not, because | was--the education for 
me was what | felt | was doing--! felt it was right. 


[00:40:32.08] INTERVIEWER: Some people have said there were lots of tensions around that time. Did you 
experience some of those tensions in the community? 


[00:40:42.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, at that time it seemed that we became aware of a wide 
range of opinions and visions--focusses--so it expanded | think who we are today. Because primarily we were 
in education and health care--those were the two major--. Now, you name it, and we probably have 
somebody in that ministry. 


[00:41:23.15] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. Are there any of those ministries that you've admired or been happy 
that the community has pursued? 


[00:41:34.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, yes, | think that the whole call to reaching out to the 
poor--and | think we do reach out to the poor in the school situation as well. But you know, focus on 
reaching out to the poor, the homeless, those who have been trafficked--any kind of violence. | think the 
people who have and are doing that bring--even if we're not--they bring that awareness to us. And | think 
most everybody at this point is open to that. 

[00:42:14.02] INTERVIEWER: Let's see. So you've stayed in education up until somewhat recently--most of 
your professional career it seems. Lots of different places. But then you became--you were in the J ustice 
Office for the community. 

[00:42:36.11] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. 

[00:42:37.11] INTERVIEWER: What did you do there? 


[00:42:39.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: In the J ustice Office? Oh. We had a big focus on human 
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trafficking. And in the J ustice Office | was assisting Sister Catherine Marie [Kreta '61?]. And so she belonged 
to a group that formed with many different religious communities--the Southern California Partners for Global 
Justice. And so | would--| ended up going to the meetings with her. And so we were striving to abolish 
human trafficking, and anything that was against what we felt was justice. 


[00:43:34.15] INTERVIEWER: So before you take that position and that role and start working on that issue, 
had there been a sense in you about--evolving about particular justice issues? Or how did you come to that? 


[00:43:48.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, that's a good question. | really am not quite sure. It kind 
of happened. And | don't think | can pinpoint it as something specific. 


[00:43:59.08] INTERVIEWER: Was your community educating themselves about issues-- 


[00:44:03.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yeah. We--the community's been very good about 
providing opportunities for education on a variety of levels. So some people took advantage and some didn't. 


[00:44:21.08] INTERVIEWER: It also seems to me--we'll talk about your Campus Ministry experience too-- 
but did you--in terms of those opportunities for development did you take some of that--in terms of 
becoming a Spiritual director, or retreat person? You seem to have those practices and those gifts. How did 
that come about? 


[00:44:41.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Way back | was asked to be part of the retreat team for our 
Sisters. So | want--and the place | remember was Silver Penny Farm. It was up in Petaluma. It was up on 
the fields--you could look out and see the sheep. But | think it was invitation. | guess somebody saw 
something and thought | would be good. | don't know. | really--| took some workshops and things, but | 
never had real formal training in that. But it is a privilege. I've found it to be a privilege every time. And in 
the retreat setting you get to know somebody pretty well, because you meet with them every day. And to 
see the wonders that God works in people--it's a wonderful experience. 


[00:45:50.28] INTERVIEWER: Are there any particular schools of spirituality or practices of spirituality that 
you like to share with others? 


[00:46:02.28] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, you know, our community is connected with the J esuits. 
So probably the J esuit is the one I'm most familiar with--J esuit spirituality--St. I gnatius--the spiritual 
exercises. 


[00:46:20.05] INTERVIEWER: So then any part of that Ignatian spirituality that's meant something to you 
personally in your own faith life? 


[00:46:27.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well | was lucky enough to make a thirty day retreat, and the 
person who directed it was Father Edward J. Malatesta [S], (-1998)]. He was a very famous J esuit, and that 
experience was pretty powerful for me. | don't know that | could put it in words, but | know it was a 
profound experience. 


[00:46:57.06] INTERVIEWER: Has there--is there any piece of that that you could share? Like, was there a 
scripture that really spoke to you, or a feeling, or--? 


[00:47:10.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think the scripture that | remember was from Isaiah [or J oel 
2:12?], and you know | don't remember where it's--what the verse--chapter is. But--"Come back to me with 
all your heart." So being out in the desert--even though this wasn't the desert--but you know, and come 
back--that God is welcoming you with open arms. 


[00:47:40.21] INTERVIEWER: So what was it like to leave education and then turn to this more justice- 
oriented ministry? 


[00:47:51.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Probably it was good timing. | liked education. | liked being in 
the schools. | liked being with the children. | missed that. But probably that is better suited for somebody 
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younger. So going into the justice kind of flowed out from it. Yeah. So it got me into a whole 'nother world. 
[00:48:33.15] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. What was that world like? 


[00:48:38.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Getting in touch with the human suffering of people who had 
been trafficked, abused, violated--it's kind of you almost feel helpless, in the sense of what can | do to help 
these people. 


[00:49:07.11] INTERVIEWER: So what did you do? 


[00:49:14.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: What did | do? Well we had--we set up Human Trafficking 
Witness and every first Friday we went down to Sunset and we held up our signs [gestures holding up a 
sign] to oppose human trafficking. And it was interesting. It wasn't long. We didn't have a huge turnout of 
people that did it, but the people who did it were pretty consistent about coming. And people driving--you 
know Sunset is very busy. So people would come along, honk the horn, keep going. And some people--not a 
lot--but some people stopped and asked for information, which was gratifying--that they wanted to find out 
more about it. Yeah. 


[00:50:12.29] INTERVIEWER: So there was some organizing of awareness? 

[00:50:16.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Right. Yes. 

[00:50:19.15] INTERVIEWER: Do you have--l've always kind of wondered--this has been an issue that 
women religious in the United States have really taken up in the last decade or so. Do you know how that 
came about? What the impetus was? 

[00:50:39.18] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | really am not positive. | don't know. 

[00:50:44.22] INTERVIEWER: But there are other communities-- 

[00:50:45.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. And with the Southern California Partners for Global 
Justice we've started offering a symposium. So you may or may not have been to any of them. They're held 
at Doheny, and that's awareness-raising, of all the horrors that go on because of this horrendous--|'m--it's 
bad. 

[00:51:19.05] INTERVIEWER: You've met people who've been-- 

[00:51:21.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | have. In CAST (Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking), 
of which Sister Katherine Marie was the--on the board of directors and at one point was the chairperson of 
the board--so through her, yes, I've met several of them. 


[00:51:43.27] INTERVIEWER: Is there a story you could share with us that you witnessed, or that someone 
shared with you? 


[00:51:50.18] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, this one--her children were still in the other country. | 
think she had three--I can't remember exactly. So she worked and worked, and finally she was able to bring 
them here to California. But it was a mixed blessing for her. While she was very happy to have the children, 
it was also a difficulty, because she had been apart from them for so long. So, in a sense not even knowing 
them--knowing them but not knowing them. Sort of breaks your heart. 

[00:52:32.27] INTERVIEWER: And had she been trafficked into the United States? 

[00:52:37.16] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 

[00:52:38.27] INTERVIEWER: Here in California? 


[00:52:40.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yeah, this is a pretty big trafficking capital--unfortunately. 
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[00:52:50.22] INTERVIEWER: You've been able to witness healing and--? 


[00:52:54.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Some of them are--one of them has gone back to 
Washington, D.C. She has her picture there with President Barack Obama. That's exciting--to see where 
they've been and where they have pulled themselves up. 


[00:53:15.09] INTERVIEWER: What is it about the charism and trafficking? Where do those--for you, where 
do those things meet? 


[00:53:24.19] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, the charism is unity and reconciliation. So, for these 
people, reconciliation is a big thing. And so, trying to help them through it in whatever way is possible-- 
though maybe it's personal contact, or donating something, or just to let them--. It's very interesting. When 
| see them someplace, they come running up--"Hi!"--and they give me a big hug. So they know they have 
my support. And that is--that's a gift. 


[00:54:13.00] INTERVIEWER: Because then they can maybe keep moving. 
[00:54:17.28] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Right. Yeah. 


[00:54:20.10] INTERVIEWER: So we'll talk a little bit more about that when we talk a little bit more about 
Catherine Marie. And then you've spent some time just--so working for the community, for the Sisters? 


[00:54:31.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 


[00:54:33.08] INTERVIEWER: And so what was it like to kind of work out in the community and then 
transition to working internally for the Sisters? 


[00:54:42.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | was secretary to the provincial two different times. The first 
time was a while back. So the times were a little different. But | remember feeling--well it was an honor and 
a privilege. But | also felt removed from the ministry outside. It wasn't that | didn't have a ministry inside--| 
mean, with the community--because | did, but it was hard to make the transition. | mean there were some 
painful times. The person | worked with, Sister Grace Ann [Loperena, Chairperson CS] Board of Trustees] is 
a wonderful person, and it was indeed a privilege to work with her. So you have--good here, good here-- 
different. Yeah. 


[00:55:44.20] INTERVIEWER: So what brought you back--what brought you to the Mount as a Campus 
Minister? How did that come about? 


[00:55:51.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, when | was finishing my second experience in the 
provincialate, | knew that | needed to do something. | couldn't not just do nothing. And | didn't know what 
|--| mean | had a--one idea, and it kept being in my head that | didn't do anything about it. And I've been 
going to the Mount Sunday evening Mass for years. So | was kind of familiar with some of the girls. Also, | 
went to the School of the Americas [SOA]--that was back--way back when--and so | got to know some of the 
girls and the--people at the Mount. So | kind of felt like--not that | belonged there, but | felt comfortable 
being there. And so, when | was trying to figure out what to do now, one day Gail Gresser [Director of 
Campus Ministry, MSMU] said to me that Amber [??] was wanting to become a Catholic--and would | walk 
with her. So | said, "Well, sure." But then | began to think--"Oh, | wonder if there would be something | 
could do at the Mount in Campus Ministry?". And it felt right. So | talked to Gail, and it happened. [smiles]. 
J ust--basically that's what happened. But before that, like | said, | had connections by going to Sunday 
evening Mass, by being connected with some of them for the SOA event back in Georgia, and then the Busy 
Persons Retreat. So I've been doing that for a few years. 


[00:58:06.29] INTERVIEWER: So, | want to talk just briefly about those. So for people who don't know, 
could you just briefly describe why you would go to the School of the Americas and maybe what the 
importance is to having college students engaged in that activity, or what you witnessed about them being 
there? 
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[00:58:25.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: |--it was a great learning experience for all of us--the adults 
that went with them, and themselves. It--l think it exposed all of us to a different--| can't think of the word-- 
like "segment"--that's not the right word, but--of experience that we don't have here. And my impression of 
the School of the Americas was promoting violence. So that is against everything we believe in. So to be able 
to go there and--at the time they had like workshops that we went to. So you learned something. And then 
the culmination was the march with literally thousands of people marching down to the gates of Fort Benning 
[Georgia]. It was also rather--not exactly scary--but a concern, because you see these--up high--these 
guards watching, and they have--because they don't want anything violent to happen. However, just seeing 
that makes you--[laughs]--not feel too good. | mean, | guess it was the security but--just wasn't great. 


[01:00:02.16] INTERVIEWER: So had you gone several times? 


[01:00:05.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. Yes. Sister Ann Davis, at the time, was in the Vocations 
Office. And | think she's the one that sort of spurred it, and then got connected with taking Mount students. 


[01:00:20.10] INTERVIEWER: So liturgy at the Mount. Why did you decide to go to Sunday Mass there? And 
what kept you going back? 


[01:00:26.27] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, actually, it was at the invitation of Sister Catherine Marie, 
who was--had some kind of a calling | think really to be present with the girls at the Mount. And so she 
wanted to know if | would come. That's how it got started. And | find the liturgy at the Mount is very 
renewing. It's reviving, it's upbeat. The singing is great. The girls are very welcoming. So it just feels right. 
So most of the time, that's where | go for Mass. 


[01:01:12.12] INTERVIEWER: And tell us what the Busy Person's Retreat is and what that ministry is for 
you? 


[01:01:17.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: The Busy Person's Retreat is Sisters being with some of the 
young women at the Mount who wish to deepen their spiritual life. And so, when the Busy Person's Retreat 
first started it was for a week--we had it for a week. And you would meet with your student every day. And 
I'm not exactly sure what or how the change came about, but then it moved to being over a month, and 
then your meetings were once a week. And | think we--actually | think it's working out better that way, 
because they're very busy, and also the people working with them are very busy. So to find a time every day 
in a week sometimes was really challenging. And sometimes even finding a time once a week can be 
challenging. But it's primarily to help them grow and deepen in their relation with God--helping them learn 
how to--a different way of praying than simply the prayers we learned when we were young. 


[01:02:45.23] INTERVIEWER: What other ministries or how else do you minister within Campus Ministry? 


[01:02:52.09] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Primarily it is individual meetings with several of the girls. And 
| listen to them and try to encourage them, "What do you think God is telling you here?" And encouraging 
them in their prayer life if they have any concerns--we talk about that. 


[01:03:21.01] INTERVIEWER: What do you find are some of the needs that our college students at the 
Mount have these days? 


[01:03:25.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, right now, after the election, | find that they need 
support. There is--some of them are afraid--literally afraid. So how do you deal with that fear? And | don't 
think that it solves everything but it helps if you can talk to them. 


[01:03:57.21] INTERVIEWER: And then what of the CS) charism do you hope that they come away with 
from the time--from their time at the Mount? What do you want to make sure is passed on to them? 


[01:04:10.15] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Probably the core loving God and loving neighbor without 


distinction. And | think the Mount is doing a very good job in having that focus before their eyes. | really see 
it. 
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[01:04:30.17] INTERVIEWER: In what ways? 


[01:04:34.00] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, the way they talk--and the way they try to act. They 
can't--they are not quite exactly teenagers but in the sense almost. And so they're--just like all of us are-- 
give in to the idea of not liking something--but growing towards--see, "Well what would J esus do?" And | 
think they--I think that the people at the Mount, the staff, professors, they're all trying to work toward that 
goal. And it's very encouraging. It's also humbling to hear the way Ann [Ann McElaney-] ohnson, MSMU 
president] talks about the Sisters. 


[01:05:32.25] INTERVIEWER: So do you have hopes or anxieties for the future in all of this? 


[01:05:37.25] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, | guess | would hope that we, all of us, would grow into 
a more loving--be a more loving people. And accepting--not necessarily liking things that happen--but getting 
rid of the violence. It's just--it's so pervasive. So my hope would be less violence, more love. 


[01:06:15.04] INTERVIEWER: In terms of your--just your own life and ministry, Sister J oan, is there anything 
that you reflected on for today that | haven't asked you about that you wanted to share? 


[01:06:26.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh, yes. The CS} Associates. 
[01:06:30.07] INTERVIEWER: Oh please. What's your involvement been with the CS] Associates? 


[01:06:32.28] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, I've been connected with the Associates for a very long 
time. And at one meeting that we had, the Associates--one of the original Associates--inspired me. | can't 
really tell you exactly what she said, but it inspired me enough to want to be connected. And so | have been 
connected with them for all these many years. And | find the Associates to be--| don't know if | want to say 
an extension--but so much a part of us that they, too, are living out the charism. And when they share the 
ways that they carry forth the charism, it's very touching. It's touching to me, and it's wonderful to connect 
with that kind of a person. | would like to see more people become Associates--not that becoming an 
Associate is the end of the world--but you learn about the charism--you learn about the Sisters--and you try 
to go forth. I've had this dream for several years now--| would really like to get something going at the 
Mount. And it would probably take a different way of going than the present way--but something where they 
could be connected. The girls seem to be very interested in the Sisters. So | really haven't figured out how to 
do it yet. | hope | do without too much time going by. 


[01:08:40.07] INTERVIEWER: Is there a--you said the Associates really live the charism. Is there an example 
or story you could share? It doesn't have to be too personal or specific to a person. Or a way that that 
happened? 


[01:08:54.03] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think in their own ministry--like J an Shirley works with prison 
ministry and so she brings the charism to that population. And other than [Sister] Suzanne J abro--well 
maybe [Theresa Harbin?] now, that's a segment that we don't really connect with--it's not that we don't 
connect with--we aren't physically there--but she is physically there. 


[01:09:31.08] INTERVIEWER: Was there anything? 
[01:09:34.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Oh | talked about--no | don't think so. 
[01:09:36.24] INTERVIEWER: [Director's comments]. 


[01:09:43.26] KELBY THWAITS: Specifically, I'd like to just kind of dig in one more time a little bit on the 
idea of the Associates, and maybe what you see their role or the potential is. Because it sounds like you have 
an idea of something that you wanted to try and bring out. If you don't mind, just talking about kind of--big 
picture, not specifics--how do you see the charism going forward when there are fewer Sisters full time now, 
and maybe what we are looking at is a new future model or something, you know. What's your hope or 
vision and how do the Associates or how do the students at the Mount or in Campus Ministry--what's your 
idea? I'd love to hear more about that. 
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[01:10:39.22] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Let me start with saying when the Associates first began, 
there was resistance from the Sisters--unfortunately--| don't know exactly why. And so as the years have 
passed through, it has gotten better, but | don't think we are all the way to fully including--| don't know-- 
exactly know how to explain it. But they are with us, but some people feel there needs to be a separation. 
The separation | see is between vowed religious and non-vowed religious. One is not better than the other, | 
don't think. | think that it depends on the person and your relationship with God, and relationship with the 
charism. The Associates have grown in number, and the Associates, like the Sisters, are aging. We don't 
really have many younger Associates. | see the Associates as being able, like Jan Shirley, to take our charism 
into places we're not--like the prison for one example. | think people have different concepts or--| guess 
that's the best way to--different concepts of what the Associate is. | think some people might be threatened 
by the Associates. Why? That's my question. They're wonderful people. Non-vowed members-- vowed 
members--we're one and the same in what we want. | guess for a few years we have really been wanting 
younger--just like we want younger Sisters--we would like younger Associates. The Associates seem to be 
our link to the future--so why are we afraid of that? How can we do that? | think it's a little more difficult 
now that there are fewer of our Sisters in active ministry, so we're not as much out meeting people. Because 
when | was at a couple of the different schools | was at, | invited some of the people | knew to come. And | 
guess that's where | am with the Mount--! want to invite some people to come. But there's not a program 
for younger--| mean--! think because of the generation "gap", a program for college-age students or even a 
little older than that would need to be something different. Primarily now most groups of Associates meet-- 
we pray together--we discuss--we have speakers come in. |'m not sure that would go too well with the 
younger group. Part of it might. | think they want more action. 


[01:14:22.17] KELBY THWAITS: And the protests or struggles for social justice and equality and for human 
rights--that has all been--from the Sisters that was all started when they were younger, primarily. 


[01:14:38.17] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: That's correct. That's right. 


[01:14:40.19] KELBY THWAITS: And so with younger Associates, there's potential that there could be that 
kind of electric energy where you need to have kind of that--a little bit of fire and passion--and so it seems 
like there could be--or maybe there needs to be--a connection of a link, possibly--to be able to instill that 
same kind of vigor, you know, but passing it to someone--entrusting it with an Associate | guess. Maybe 
that's the step--what you're talking about seems to be in some ways maybe one of the disconnects--or the 
areas that needs to be filled in--the gap. [unintelligible]. 


[01:15:21.26] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Right. Right. 


[01:15:22.23] KELBY THWAITS: Thanks. | was just curious at your perspective on that. Did you want to say 
anything else about that? | think that's really wise, what you're saying. 


[01:15:29.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yeah, | think that that's the heart of it. 
[01:15:33.11] KELBY THWAITS: All right thanks. | know Shannon has some more. 
[01:15:37.16] INTERVIEWER: So can we talk a little bit about Sister Catherine Marie [Kreta]? 
[01:15:40.29] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 


[01:15:42.18] INTERVIEWER: So, tell us about when you met her--what you remember about meeting Sister 
Catherine Marie when that happened, and a little bit about your friendship. 


[01:15:50.12] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: When | remember meeting her was when | was principal at-- 
well, | met her before that. | remember she was the Director of Elementary Education. So at that time we 
had probably seventy elementary schools. She would go around and visit. And being in Orinda, | remember 
her visiting me there--well, | mean she visited all of us. And then | got assigned to St. Catherine's in Reseda 
[California] as the principal. And | remember her there--especially because | needed a lot of help. | was 
young and that was my first time being principal. So we really connected over that hardship. And to add to 
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it, at one point that year--1974 | think it was--we had to withdraw from schools, because we didn't have 
enough Sisters. Well, we used to have Sisters in every classroom--every grade, every classroom. So we were 
not having as many Sisters, so we said we have too many schools--we said--so we have to leave some 
schools. So St. Catherine's in Reseda happened to be one of the schools we were going to leave. So she was 
there helping with the painful process really. And | think we--it was either seven or nine schools that year 
that our Sisters withdrew from. So that was not easy. But she's a very strong person, and she's very 
principled, and she knew what she was doing. So she was a very big help in that. So--she did a lot for 
elementary education. They had a group of--different religious orders came together--and they formed this 
group called [COREDAY]--and for the life of me | can't remember what those initials stand for. But they 
bonded together to talk about strengths--to become stronger in elementary education, and also in how they 
were going to approach the bishops about these closing of the schools. So they had support for one another- 
-which was good--good for all of them. 


[01:18:44.10] INTERVIEWER: So if | could ask you to say Sister Catherine Marie Kreta was a strong, 
principled woman--or something like that--a full sentence with her full name? J ust go ahead and do that. 


[01:18:58.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Sister Catherine Marie Kreta is a very strong woman. She was 
a good educator and a wonderful principal of an elementary school. She had a couple of schools. She also-- 
Sister Catherine Marie--| just lost my thought. 


[01:19:22.13] INTERVIEWER: That's okay. That's all that | wanted you to say. So now could you--do you 
know how she got interested in the issue of trafficking? 


[01:19:34.14] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, Sister Catherine Marie--you want me to keep saying her 
name? 


[01:19:40.09] INTERVIEWER: Periodically. You don't have to every time. You can say she as well. [Director's 
comments]. 


[01:19:53.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: She had many different leadership roles in her lifetime. And | 
think that when it came time for her--they needed a new person in the J ustice Office. And the community 
had evidently asked several people who declined. And so Sister Catherine Marie finally said yes, that she 
would be in charge of the J ustice Office--] ustice Coordinator. And it was in that office that she became aware 
of many of the justice issues, and dear to her heart was human trafficking. And somehow--! don't remember 
exactly how--she also had another group that she and Sister Mary Genino, [RSHM], who was a Religious of 
the Sacred Heart of Mary--do you know Mary? 


[01:20:53.02] INTERVIEWER: | know her name--! used to work at Marymount, so-- 


[01:20:57.19] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, the two of them formed this group of the Southern 
California Partners of Global J ustice. And | think that raised their awareness. And somehow they got 
connected with CAST, the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking. And that is primarily human 
trafficking. 


[01:21:18.15] INTERVIEWER: So do you--what for you have been some of her achievements or contributions 
in the justice arena? 


[01:21:28.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: The Human Trafficking Witness--that we had for several years 
actually--| think was a great contribution because it was--we went down to Sunset [Blvd] and it was an 
awareness-raising experience. And somebody had this gigantic poster--maybe you've seen it--"CS]s Oppose 
Human Trafficking". And so that sign is about three feet long and we held it up so the cars going by would 
do that. And Sister Catherine Marie also--because of her connection with CAST--she got personally to know 
some of the survivors. And | think it makes a difference when you know something in your mind and you 
know something in your heart. So she was able to do both. 


[01:22:33.19] INTERVIEWER: Do you think that's had an impact on the CS} community--her direct 
involvement in that, in a way? 
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[01:22:42.13] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Personally | think it had a great impact. What was the impact 
| think is different for all of us. It depends on where | am, how | internalize what is put out. But many people 
participated in various ways. At one of our province assemblies--that was at St. Mary's Academy on--right off 
Florence--we had a Witness, and we walked out front of the church and you're out there--Florence Avenue is 
very busy. And you had the cars coming by. And so there are varying degrees, but yes, | do think her 
passion had an influence. 


[01:23:32.04] INTERVIEWER: Do you have any stories of times with her that you would be willing to share 
with us? Something that brings you a happy memory--joyful memory? 


[01:23:44.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well, | remember this time that we were going to Europe. And 
so the person who took us to the airport left us off at the airport. We got our bags. And we hadn't gotten the 
bags from the middle of the street to the curb yet, when a taxi cab came and ran over one of her suitcases-- 
her carryon bag. It was funny, but it wasn't really funny--because it--and it dragged it along, so it got pretty 
ruined. Well | don't think she was too happy, and | was--I just couldn't believe that it happened. Finally we 
got all the stuff to the sidewalk, and the bag was dirty because it had been dragged along and grease and 
everything. So we cleaned it up as best we could. And when we got to London one of the first things we did 
was go to look for a new bag. [laughs]. That story--like | said--it was funny but it wasn't really--it wasn't 
really funny but it was funny kind of. And she has a very good sense of humor, Catherine Marie. And she can 
laugh at others--she loves to tell jokes--and she likes to share in the humor and the fun. She's a very fun- 
loving person. And we had some--we had a great time on that trip. We were there a few days early and then 
went on a Trafalgar tour so we were able to see much of Europe. 


[01:25:47.27] INTERVIEWER: You said it--it sounds like it was important to her to be at liturgy with the 
students? 


[01:25:52.28] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Yes. 
[01:25:53.24] INTERVIEWER: How did you see her interacting with the Mount students? 


[01:25:58.04] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Sister Darlene Kawulok calls Catherine Marie "a rock star". The 
girls love her. She connects with them beautifully. And they always like to come up and give her a hug and 
talk to her. And Catherine Marie likes to--she's very generous, so she likes to give things away. So at the 
liturgy she would have a bag of Lifesavers [candy]. And everyone she met she gives them a Lifesaver--and 
she's pushing them out--going around the chapel and handing them to the people--even to the priest--she 
would give them Lifesavers. So | don't think that's the only reason they liked her, but--. She also--both Sister 
Catherine Marie and | went to the School of the Americas Watch in Fort Benning, Georgia. And so she 
connected there with them also--in another way. She's--| know I'm probably prejudiced but--she's a very 
good person, and her goodness comes out to the girls. And so she was--| feel--a good role-model. 


[01:27:24.03] INTERVIEWER: Is there something about the mission or charism in her that you see clearly? 


[01:27:31.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think that she--by nature | think that she's a unifier. So that 
shows forth in what she does with the charism as well. She is a very sensitive person, and she doesn't like 
things to be "wrong"--you know what | mean--so she wants to reach out and help the situation be better. 
And it's a pretty powerful example to me. 


[01:28:11.14] INTERVIEWER: How is she doing? 

[01:28:13.23] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: She's doing fairly well. She's at St. John of God now, and | 
usually go to see her every day--just about every day. And it--the transition is not easy. She told me 
yesterday that she wants to go out and get a job. So she misses "doing". But that's who she is. That's who 


she is. So some days are easier for her than others--and that makes some days easier for me than others. 
[laughs]. 


[01:28:55.22] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else about her, or other stories that you want us to know? 
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[01:29:01.20] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well one time Sister Mary Adele [St. Cyr?] was ministering in 
Canada. And she invited Sister Catherine Marie to come to do some workshops. And if | remember correctly, 
it was twenty-nine workshops in thirty days--in the meantime travelling from one spot to the next and the 
next and the next. And she was worn out by the time she got back. But she did do a lot of in-service with 
school faculties, parish communities--and in her role, when she served as provincial. She also was connected 
with LCWR [Leadership Conference of Women Religious] and a lot of different organizations. 


[01:29:57.09] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like she had a--she has a very strong, collaborative vision. 


[01:30:00.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | think that's probably a good way to put it. Yeah, she does. 
She likes to--she knows what she wants. She's very strong and--oh I'll tell you a story. Her secretary that she 
had at St. Catherine in Reseda--not Reseda, she was in Martinas. And her secretary talks about the times 
that she had to do letters over and over and over--because Sister Catherine Marie is like--she's got a hawk 
eye and she can see any grammar mistakes--English was her major--punctuation or whatever. They laugh 
about it but | think it was probably--[laughs]--not an easy learning experience. Let's see--what else can | [go 
with] that | have down for her? [ unintelligible]. 


[01:31:01.08] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Sister Catherine Marie was born and raised in Los Angeles 
[California]. She went to Nativity School and--at the time--[Bishop] Conaty High School. And we have several 
of our Sisters who were from Conaty, so they get together singing the Conaty song. But she was very proud 
of going to Conaty. And she had one brother--so there were the two of them. And her brother had five 
children, so now she has nieces, nephews, grandnieces and nephews. She loves her family. I'm trying to 
think of what else | can say. 


[01:31:55.17] INTERVIEWER: Were there other justice issues that also--that as J ustice Coordinator she was- 
-? 


[01:32:05.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Well the death penalty was another one. And | think we've 
finally--because the death penalty is a violation against life and--but that had been sort of worked on before 
she came to the J ustice Office. But she continued working on that. She would prepare prayer services for 
various occasions to send out to the Sisters so that they could use them, either with the local community or 
their own groups. |'m trying to think if there was any other specific issues. | think the one on human 
trafficking was so all--is so all-encompassing that it took--that was primary. 


[01:33:11.20] INTERVIEWER: Well that work goes on, and I'm sure she's had a tremendous influence on the 
spreading of that mission. You'll give her our best, and our love, that we miss her? 


[01:33:23.27] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | will. Yes. When | asked her what--I can't remember the 
question | asked her but it ended up being when she was named provincial how did you feel? And she said, 
"Humbled." And | thought, that's really--I think that's part of who she is. She's a very strong leader, | feel. 
But she also knows that not everything depends on her. 

[01:34:01.22] INTERVIEWER: That's a beautiful reflection of the charism too. 

[01:34:07.07] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Um-hm. Yeah. 

[01:34:08.28] INTERVIEWER: Thank you. 

[01:34:13.01] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: Thank you. 

[01:34:13.28] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything on your heart or your mind that you want to share? 
[01:34:18.21] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: I'll probably think of something after | leave, but--. [laughs]. 


[01:34:26.01] INTERVIEWER: Or anything--here's one last thing--anything that you would want to impart to 
our students now--our future students--about the charism--the mission--their own journey--vocation--prayer 
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life--words of wisdom? [all laugh]. 

[01:34:42.10] SISTER JOAN MARY O'DWYER: | guess what comes to me is when I'm talking to them 
individually--to--not to be afraid to develop and maintain a relationship with God. Because God is with us all 
the time--it's we're the ones who forget. And if we have a relationship with God, then pretty much we can do 
anything. And then that relationship will hopefully lead us into love, which is the basic commandment--love 
of God and love of neighbor--and love of self. [laughs]. 

[01:35:37.25] KELBY THWAITS: [Director's comments. ] 


[01:36:48.10] End of interview. 
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Interview Index 

Interview Date: 11/17/2016 

Interviewee: Sister Joan Mary O'Dwyer 

Interviewer: Shannon Green, Director, CS] Institute, Mount Saint Mary's University; Kelby Thwaits, 
Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University; Mary Trunk, Instructor, Film and Television, 
Mount Saint Mary's University; Laura Townsend, Production Coordinator, CS} Institute. 

Location: Villa Carondelet, Los Angeles, California. 

Transcription Date: 01/13/2017 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 

[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 

[00:00:39.16] Full name and age. Sister Joan Mary O'Dwyer, 79 years old. 


[00:00:52.06] Early life and family. Born San Francisco, California. Engleside neighborhood. Riding 
streetcars. Fog. Summers in country--La Honda, California. Father and mother from San Francisco. 


[00:03:09.05] Early religious experience. Early vocation. 


[00:03:36.26] Meeting Sisters at school at St. Emydius and meeting CSJs at Star of the Sea school. 
Impressions of Sisters--friendly, caring, encouraging. 


[00:04:31.24] Early vocation--fifth grade. Early teachers: Sister Mary Adele [St. Cyr, birth name Estelle 
Germaine (1921-2014)?] seventh grade teacher and longtime colleague. 


[00:06:10.13] Attending Star of the Sea Academy, high school (now closed). Sister Vincent J oseph [Holian, 
aka Sister Marcella Alice Holian (-2001)]. Sister Jean Patrice [??]. 


[00:07:56.02] Attending San Francisco State University (6 months). Entering religious life. Moving to Los 
Angeles, California. 


[00:08:50.22] Family reaction to vocation. Hopes for religious life. 


[00:10:22.04] Early religious life. Wearing black postulant uniform. Community life--keeping silence while 
working with people. 


[00:12:46.06] Receiving the habit. Heavy habit in summer heat. Last group to enter from St. Mary's 
Academy on Slauson & Crenshaw. Postulant experience living in Carondelet Center (House of Studies). 


[00:15:15.18] Studying at Mount. Sister Mary Dolorosa [Mannix (-1965)?]. Sister Miriam J oseph [Larkin 
(1928-2003), music faculty]. Group major in History, English and Education. 


[00:16:56.03] Early missions. Teaching while studying at Mount on Saturdays and summers. Vows August 
15, teaching in September. Sister Martha Louise [??], first grade teacher. Not attending graduation due to 
length of time to get degree. Sister Carol Brong, first graduation of Sisters with lay students. 

[00:18:07.13] Final profession ceremony. Family reaction. Brother Michael, fire fighter. Father postal worker 
(administration level) Washington, D.C. Parents moved Silver Springs, Maryland 1963. Visiting Washington, 
[00:21:13.29] Summers at the Mount. Staying at #10 at Doheny campus. 

[00:22:41.12] Early missions. Teaching first grade. Sister Martha Louise. Teaching children how to read. 


[00:23:59.16] Early awareness of history of CSJs vs current. Sense of one congregation. Early sense of 
charism vs current. 
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[00:25:27.18] Missions. Teaching at St. Jane Frances de Chantal school, North Hollywood. Principal Sister 
Frances J oseph [Ferguson, birth name Catherine Ferguson, later Sister Mary Ferguson (-2011)]. Community 
life. 


[00:27:53.09] Teaching first grade in Oxnard, California (five years). Sister Mary Adele, principal. Christmas 
play. Sister Carol Ann [O'Marie (1933-2009)?]. Awareness of lives of students. 


[00:29:54.12] Vatican II. Changing the habit while in Orinda, California during school year. "Sister has legs." 
Removing rosary. Wearing "dress of the day". Habit not only sign of Sisterhood. Parents reactions. 


[00:33:34.08] Vatican I|--changes in liturgy--accessibility of English. Going back to roots of community. Idea 
of being prayerful. Similarity of experience with founders--getting along with people, being peacemakers. 


[00:36:48.24] Teaching vocation. 


[00:37:47.15] Challenges when working as principal in Reseda, California. Replacing former principal. Issues 
with pastor. 


[00:40:01.28] Changes in vocation due to Vatican ||. New types of ministries. Focus to serve poor, 
homeless, trafficked. 


[00:42:15.28] Working in J ustice Office. Human trafficking. Sister Catherine Marie [Kreta '61?]. Southern 
California Partners for Global J ustice. Community opportunities for social justice work. 


[00:44:22.27] Becoming a spiritual director, retreat team. Retreats at Silver Penny Farm, Petaluma, 
California. Spirituality of St. Ignatius. Retreat led by Father Edward J. Malatesta [SJ, (-1998)]--scripture from 
Isaiah [actually J oel 2:12]. 

[00:47:41.18] Leaving education to work in justice ministry. Awareness of human suffering. Human 
trafficking witness--holding up signs for awareness on Sunset Blvd. Symposiums at Doheny for awareness 
raising. CAST (Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking). Sr. Catherine Marie Kreta, chairperson of board. 
Meeting trafficking victims. Healing of trafficking victims. 

[00:53:13.14] Charism and trafficking. Unity and reconciliation. Giving support to victims. 


[00:54:26.28] Working for Sisters. Secretary to the Provincial (twice). Ministry inside vs outside. Sister Grace 
Ann [Loperena, Chairperson CS] Board of Trustees]. 


[00:55:44.00] Working in campus ministry at the Mount. School of the Americas (SOA) [now Western 
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC)]. Gail Gresser [Director of Campus Ministry, 
MSMU]. Amber [??]. Busy Person's Retreat. 


[00:58:08.13] MSMU student participation in School of the Americas (SOA) event in Georgia--march against 
SOA promoting violence toward people in Latin America. Sister Ann Davis, MSMC Vocations office. 


[01:00:16.27] Liturgy at the Mount. Sunday Mass at the Mount. Sister Catherine Marie Kreta. 
[01:01:12.15] Busy Person's Retreat. Sisters being with young women at Mount to deepen spiritual life. 
[01:02:45.09] Ministries within Campus Ministry. Individual meetings with students. Needs of Mount 
students--support after 2016 election. Passing CS] charism to students--loving neighbor without distinction. 
Ann McElaney-] ohnson, MSMU president. 

[01:05:28.24] Hopes or anxieties for future. Be more loving people. Less violence. 


[01:06:16.21] Other reflections. Working with CS] Associates. Associates living out the charism. Student 
interest in Sisters. Associate ministries-- [J an Shirley] prison ministry. [Sister] Suzanne J abro. 
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[01:09:41.06] Future of charism with fewer Sisters--role of Associates, students. Resistance from Sisters to 
Associates--lack of inclusiveness--separation between vowed religious vs non-vowed religious. Aging of 
Associate population. Jan Shirley. Fewer Sisters in active ministry meeting people. Format of Associate 
meetings for younger Associates. 


[01:15:35.01] Sister Catherine Marie Kreta. Director of Elementary Education for CS) s. Early meetings. 
Orinda, California. Withdrawing from schools 1974 due to lack of Sisters. Closing St. Catherines school, 
Reseda, California. [COREDAY] interfaith organization fostering strength in elementary education. 
[01:18:44.21] Statement about Sister Catherine Marie Kreta. 

[01:19:25.20] Kreta's interest in human trafficking. CS} J ustice Coordinator. Sister Mary Genino, [RSHM] 
Religious of Sacred Heart of Mary. Southern California Partners of Global J ustice. CAST (Coalition to Abolish 
Slavery and Trafficking). 

[01:21:17.25] Kreta's achievements in justice. Human Trafficking Witness--awareness raising. Personal 
relationships with survivors. Kreta's impact on CS} community. Witnessing for human trafficking outside St. 
Mary's Academy on Florence Ave. 

[01:23:31.05] Memories of Kreta. Traveling to Europe--taxi running over luggage. Sense of humor. 
[01:25:48.20] Kreta interacting with Mount students. Sister Darlene Kawulok. Generosity. Giving out 
Lifesavers. With students at School of the America's watch in Fort Benning, Georgia. Charism in Sister 
Catherine. 

[01:28:11.15] Kreta current life at St. John of God. Other stories: Sister Mary Adele ministering in Canada 
with Sister Catherine Marie Kreta. Service with faculties and parish communities. Connection to LCWR 
[Leadership Conference of Women Religious]. Story: secretary while in Martinas--mistakes in letters. 


[01:30:55.27] Kreta--early life. Born in Los Angeles, California. Attended Nativity School and Conaty High 
School. Family. 


[01:32:00.16] Kreta interest in other justice issues. Death penalty. Prayer services for various groups. Kreta 
becoming provincial. 


[01:34:08.26] Other reflections. Thoughts on charism for future students. Maintaining relationship with God. 
Love of God--Love of neighbor--Love of self. 


[01:35:36.24] [Director's comments. ] 
[01:36:48.01] End of interview. 
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